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- _..__-.qmredunderﬂleADA,butmany shoppmgmal]s o
: . “have gone to automatic doors, Probably the No.
N ST T users of the automatic doors are “families ‘and -
Flfbeen years after i federal law was enacted 3'ch11dren, not necessanly the disabled” = .
to guaranites disabled Americans dccess to jobs, . “All'12 linés'in the Metra rail system are fquy_'
transportation and public facslhttes oplmon is ‘accessible, as are 131 of its ‘stations. Another 31
mixed about ifs success. ~ stations meet somme, but not yet all, ADA require:
—— " rrients: Rail cars that- accommodate people with"
SEE EDITORIAL e 'dxsabﬂmes are marked with an “access” symbol.”
1 Wheelchair lifts hiave miadé all of the CTA's 150
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scriminate agalnst peopEe with
sabilities. It protects rriore thian 43
‘million:people:in the-United States
:who:have physical, wisual; heanng
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“There have been alot of successes since pas-

sage of the Americans W1th Dlsablhtles Act, but
certainly not to the degree that T believe former-
President Bush wanted and certainly not to the -
degree the disabled wanted,” sumnied up Vickie'

Wilson, executive director of the Coalition of Cit-
izens with Disabilifies in Ilinois.

_Since the law was signed July 26, 1990, a myr-
1ad of changes m pubhc accommodatrons have

one; nioted Peter Berg, an- techmcal a531stance 0

ordinator with the Great Lakes' Disability and:

Busihess Technical Assistance Center at the Uni- ™
ver51ty of Tllinois at Chicago.

“Curb cuts and ramps were seen as sccessible
for wheelchairs, but it's made a-huge difference
{for stroliers, bikers, skate boarders and (delivery
services) and wasn't commonplace prior o the
ADA,” Berg said. “Automatic doors aren’t re-

bus routes accesmble 130 customers w1th dlsablh-- i

| Emp!oyers with 15or more employees cannot dlscnmmate aga:nst qual;ﬁed
1 job-applicants and employees onthe basis of their disability. -
: -".l ‘State and local governments; including fransit services, must be aocessuble
- -and no'one ¢an bs prevented from: usmg a program semce or actwlty

ties.

-Since the ADA was passed mgre maovie the— =1
- aters provide listening devices for the blind and -
captioning systems for the deaf, and, thoughnot -

an ADA req ent, more prog on telew— o .1 Public places, such:as restau'ran’fs ] o!eis schools doctors off ces and

*‘recreational facilities, may nat dlscnmlnate on the basis of dlsabllity and

sion have captions available.

Progress slow

though those with dlsabﬂmes have an eas-
er fime gettmg around, progress has been slow
or them when it comes to finding jobs.: <
A 2004 survey conducted by the Nat:lonal Or—
ganization on Disability, and the Harris Poll —
their fifth since 1986 — found only 35 percent of
people with disabilities reported being employed
full-time or part-time, compared to 78 percent of
those who do not have disabilities.
(Continued on page 13)
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Ted Gram-Boarini shows off the “Big Bell” item that he sells to churches, businesses, docter’s
offices and other places to accommodate people with disabilities. The device is set much lower
than traditional bells so that people in wheelchairs may reach them easily.

B Evanston residents with disabilities say
they've seen progress since the American Dis-
abilities Act was enacted into law 15 years ago,
but they say there’s also still much to do.

B City officials have upgraded facilities at
many public buildings, bringing them into
compliance, Evanston fire stations and police
headqguarters are ADA compliant, say officials,
except for Station 5, at 3005 Central St., which
is to be rebuilt.

B Many city parks and recreation facilities
have received upgrades, with elevators added
at 2 number of key buildings, allowing people
with disabilities 4o reach upper floors.

hat you need to know about Al

B More parking spaces have been created for
drivers with disabilities. The city routinely
makes curb cuts at corners in work on sireets.

B Still undone, many small businesses, in-
cluding restaurants, where compliance is vol-
untary, have not added accessibility features,
and are inaccessible to people in wheelchairs,

B Officials estimate that the Evanston Civic
Center, 2100 Ridge Ave., where most municipal
meelings are held, is about 40 percent accessi-
ble. Some bathrooms aren’t done, and the ele-
vators on the first floor open and close foo
qmckiy for people Weeeicha]rs to enter them
in time.

5The ections state

-Z- ‘because of a disability. -

.must be made acceSSthe

of cognltwe |mpa|rment

Umverszty of Minois at Chlcago -at}(BOU) D49-2237+"
" iiimms Department of Human_Blghts at; (312) 814-6200 o

By Bos SEIDENBERG
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You might say the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Acf is
opening doors for Evanston res-
ident Ted Gram-Boarini.

'SEE RELATED STORY
' Page 13

Gram-Boarini, 21, of 1126
South Blwd., is a student at
Oakton Community College.
On the side, he’s a salesman for
Inclusions Solutions, a
Chicago-based company run by
Patrick Hughes Jr, also an
Evanston resident, which offers
low-cost solutions for accessibil-
ity issues.

Gram-Boarini has cerebral
palsy, a condifion that weakens
the limbs and can make open-
ing a door difficult, if not im-
possible. S0 he experiences
more than your average sales-
man’s high when he sells one of
his products, a wireless bell sys-
tern or portable ramp that
makes it easier for people with
disabilities to enter a business.

"Ws very thrilling when [
sell one, it’s really a thrill,” he
said, “because I get a big kick
out of when a business be-
comes more accessible or says,
“Yes, I'd really like to be more of
a help {0 people with disabili-

ties.”

Fifteen years after the Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act was
made law, people in the disabil-
ities community say they are
making progress, but more

~work needs to be done toward
- ensuring greater access,

Law helpful

On one hand, “the impact, I
think, has been phenomenal,”
said Mary Friedl, 56, a member
of the city’s Commission of
Aging and a leading advocate
for disabled rights locally:

“T know for myseif at the
very beginning of ADA I was
not nearly as disabled as I am
now,” said Friedl, who has mul-
tiple sclerosis, “and yet my
travel was probably more lim-
ited because there was no place
to go to the bathroom.”

Friedl recalled she would
sometimes have to drive
around hours on trips.

“About the only place I could
stop was McDonald’s. They
were the first ones to set up
their bathrooms,” she said. ‘

At restaurants these days,
she can ask for a table for her-
self whereas in pre-ADA days, i
was like, “What are vou, crazy,
}adyf)”

“There’s an awareness that

‘{Continued on page 12)
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people who are disabled are
part of the community and
need to be included,” she said.

She cited improvements
made at public buildings, and
in travel along streets.

At one time, the only “hand-
icapped” accessible spaces
were located behind the main
public library building, a total
of three, she recalled.

“T can't tell you how many
times I drove downtown and
had to gohome because I could-
n't find a space,” she said.

She said when she com-
plained fo one city official, he

remarked, ‘But I don't see any
disabled people downtown. I
said, ‘That’s no joke because
we're always locking for park-
ing spaces,” Fried! said.

At the Evanston Civic Cen-
ter, 2100 Ridge Ave. where
most city meetings are held, a
whole row of handicap parking
spaces is marked off so people
with disabilities can park close
to the building. The center’s
front stairs are another matter,
however,

Any time a street resurfacing
project is undertaken, the city
uses the opportunity to drop

- 1262 MAIN, EVANSTON

You’ll love this charming frame

Victorian
4 bedrooms upstairs,

9 + rooms,
double

home.

parlor with fireplace, hot tub spa

room,

updated eat-in-kitchen

“with huge deck and yard, master

- bedroom with fireplace. Central
air, 2 car garage on a 50x200
foot lot. Recroom/office and full
bath in basement.

KATHERINE WEEK
l;;simg Bmirer

By Appointinent Only
" Reduced to $599,000

847.869.2060x20

the curb down to street level at
the corners by adding ramps,
said David Jennings, city direc-
tor of Public Works.

Moreover, Jennings said the
city alse hag used federal Com-
munity Development Block
Grant funds to install ramps at
many corners, “even when we
aren’t doing the street.”

Max Rubin, the city’s facili-
ties coordinator, said access im-
provements are built into the
city’'s capital improvements
plan. He estimates the city has
spent $2.7 million on access im-
provements since the ADA was

Don’t replace sunken concrete.
Save 30% or mere and raise it!

Driveways-Stoops
7 Sidewalks-Patios
Garage Floors-Peol Decks
Factory Floors-Sunrooms

Free Hstimates-Guaranteed Work
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made law. He said the city was
making imprevements before
that.

“In general, if we are spend-
ing money on a building, we
make sure that every area we
touch is made as accessible as
possible,” he said.

Al city recreation facilities
are accessible, said Dougtas J.
Gaynor, city superintendent of
Parks, Forestry and Recreation.

He said a significant amount
of money is spent annually en-
suring that indoor facilities are
accessible, and that all redevel-
oped parks are also made ac-
cessible, complying with ADA
requirements,

The city added elevators to
the Chandler-Newberger and
Fleetwood-Jourdain  commu-

. nity centers, and at the Noyes
© Cultural Arts Center, 927 Noyes

St., in recent years to make
them accessible.

The city is working at the
Clark Street beach, adding a

~ hard surface that will be placed

in the sand, allowing people
“with walkers and wheelchairs
to get cut to the water’s edge,
Gaynor said,

He said work had been done
previously at the Lee Street
heach.

Beaches

*Our goal is to have all our
beaches eventually complant,”
he said.

Rubin noted the city’s fire
stations have heen updated
with accessibility features as
they have been renovated or re-
built.

He suid more work needs to
be done to make the Civic Cen-
ter fully accessible. The center,
at 2100 Ridge Ave, is where
most city meetings are held. It
is about 40 percent ADA com-
pliant, Rubin said.

He said officials are holding
off on doing work on the front
stairwell, until a decision is
made on whether the city will
continue fo stay in the building.

“Some bathrooms are acces-
sible,” Rubin said, “but not on
every floor, and that is not ac-
ceptable.”

He said officials are in a bal-
ancing act with the funds avaJl-
able.

“I mean, if we had $20 mil-
lion available, we’d make
everything accessﬂale to the nth
degree,” he said.

Brian Barnes bhas been on
board nearly a year and a half
as the city’s first disabilities
specialist, a part-time position.
He said he has found a high
level of commitment among
staff 1o make all services acces-

: s-said‘ S0

Barnes, 22, sits in regularly
at the city site plan develop-
ment committee, where devel-
opers present initial designs for
projects to staff, inviting feed-
back.

“I fry to encourage develop-
ers; if they can put a wider door-
way into Tbuildings, they
(should) do that,” Barnes said,
“If a high-rise or townhouse is
going up, I might say to them,
it you have a 44-unit townhouse
or development, maybe you can
think about one or two units set
aside” as accessible units.

Even 15 years after the
Americang with Disabilities Act
went into effect, it can take a
hard sell to convince business
owners, particularly small-busi-
ness owners, that it is in their
interest to add accessibility fea-
tures, said Hughes, the
Evanston  resident whose
Rogers Park business, Inclu-
sions Solutions, is in that line of
work.

One restaurant he stops by
regularly consistently says no.
About the setup, “you would
get stuck in the middle of the
entranceway — if you could get
up the 5-inch step,” he gaid.

On the other hand, other
local businesses have added ac-
cessibility features, including
First Bank & Trust of Evanston,
Saville Flowers, the Lucky Plat-
ter and Hecky's. Beth Emet the
Free Synagogue, 1224 Demp—
ster St., also has added accessi-
bility features

The Evanston Chamber of
Commerce has been support-
ive, holding seminars from
time to time, “to try 1o inspire
more local businesses to be-
come aware of the needs of
those who are disabled,” said
Jonathan Perman, the cham-
ber’s executive director, “and to
show them what low-cost solu-
tions are available.” )

For Ted Gram-Boarini and
others, aufomatic door bells
and ramps can make a major
difference,

People with disabilities can
arrive at a business and, facing
a stairway or unattended door,
have to wait, said Rocky Kunz,
Ted’s mother.

“I's very demeaning,” she
said. “You have to wait unti
some ‘ablebodied person’
quote unguote, comes up to help
you. Some people don't offer be-
cause they don't know whether
you are coming or going.”

With a special doorbell sys-
tem, the person at the business
comes to the door — a wholly
different mode, she said, where;
Ted and others “are engaging:
with the store staff them-:
‘selves,” much as anyone else
does, she sazcl ;

" Bob' - Seidenberg. can. . be-
reached at bseidenberg@pio-

neerlocal.com.



